[Prognostic significance of morphologic and morphometric characteristics of communicating hydroceles in boys].
The paper reviews the results of a prospective study on external morphologic characteristics of communicating testicular hydrocele in boys, which might help the prognosis of future events in the peritoneal testicular covering. We examined 216 cases of communicating hydrocele and controlled their size and consistency every 3 months throughout the period of 15 months. It has been found that bigger hydroceles of about 3 x 3 cm which are always followed by the development of strained walls, remain in higher percentage unobliterated up to the 15th month of life, because of which an indication for surgical treatment is necessary (34.2%). More numerous were hydroceles exceeding 3 x 3 cm in children delivered before the 40th gestational week.